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Background: Do we report all 
infections?

• As a dialysis organization, we must report all positive blood stream 
infections, local access infections and IV antibiotics given at dialysis to 
the CDC every month for every clinic.

• These are reported to the CDC via the National Healthcare Safety 
Network (NHSN) and it is called Dialysis Event reporting.

• We must also document all confirmed and suspected infections in our 
EMR.

• All this reporting creates a large amount of data that the CDC uses to 
track and measure rates of infections in dialysis, look out for 
outbreaks and emerging infectious organisms and ultimately drive 
best practice for preventing infections in dialysis. 



Infection Screen in Clarity

• The infection screen is a place to document suspected and 
confirmed infections in Clarity.

• Goal is to have nurses enter information on infections, and 
suspected infections here.

• You do not have to know or fill in information for all the fields.  
Fill in as much information as you do know.

• You can go back to that infection later and add to it, other 
nurses can add to it and ultimately, Infection Prevention 
reviews and edits all infections in Clarity.



How to document a patient infection?

• Document an infection from RTC

• Go to the Nurse Assessment tab

• Scroll to the bottom and you will see “Infection Assessment”

• Click on the blue link that says “Patient Infection”

• You will also see any suspected or confirmed infections that have been 

documented in the last 90 days as well as any anti-infectives ordered in 

the last 90 days.  You can edit/add to those or create a new infection.



Patient Infection Screen

• The link will take you to the “Patient Infection” screen in Clarity 
where you will click “Add New” to add a new suspected or 
confirmed infection.

• You can also select an old infection and add to it or edit it.

• This will open a series of fields to fill in about the infection.
• Fill in as much as you know about it.





Where does this go?

• This will then show up in RTC as 
an infection within the last 90 
days, in Patient Chart View 
under Infections and in Patient 
Infection.

• It also flows to an application 
that Infection Control uses to 
report all positive blood 
cultures, local access infections 
and all IV antibiotics given on 
dialysis to the CDC.

• Events are classified by 
Infection Control and put in 
QAPI.

• Will ultimately go to an 
Infection Dashboard on K-Net 
where each clinic will be able to 
more easily see the infections 
that have occurred in their 
clinic.





Documenting in the Infection Screen will help us 
comply with our reporting requirements, help us 

more quickly and easily identify reportable 
events and most importantly, help keep our 

patients safer by allowing the entire care team 
to see past and present infections.

Thank you!!
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